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The so-called Tariff Truce Conference
of the following year was conceived on
essentially sound lines, though for lack of
preparation and other reasons it did not bear
the hoped-for fruit. The aim, as with
disarmament, was to secure first a pledge
against any future increases and then gradual
reductions by considered agreement. The
tariff disease has grown steadily more acute
since 1930, and nations which declined that
particular remedy then may be more disposed
to give it a trial now.
Meanwhile something may be done to
lower tariffs between two contiguous States,
or even to abolish them altogether* Econo-
mically the projected Austro-German
Customs Union was a step in the right
direction, even though it might not have
yielded all the benefits claimed for it. The
political reasons against it are not relevant
here, except as they provide one more proof
of the disastrous conflict between political
and economic interests in parts of Europe
to-*day. In so far as the effect of the union
would have been to create a larger production
and consumption unit in Central Europe the
result would have been all to the good, and
there is every reason why similar enlarge-
ments of small units elsewhere on the